Kerry Litwinski
Information Gap Activity Plan

Theme: Months/Seasons, Birthdays

Objectives: Students must ‘discover’ the month and season that each classmate was born in and at the end of the activity the students will place their name with their month of birth (written on a pre-made paper candle) on a big sheet of paper with a picture of a cake according to the season that they were born in. (Cake is divided into 4 different seasons). 

Context: Students will be reminded every time they look at the cake of the four different seasons as well as the months of the year. It will help to lead into numbers (we can add on to the cake the dates of their birth and year soon after). Students get to speak about themselves and it pertains to their life and how they experience their birthdays. Helps students communicate between each other in both listening and speaking, as well as some writing; practices listening comprehension. 

Procedure: 

1. I will introduce the activity by showing the students the vocabulary sheet that each one has but not having the students repeat the words; it is used only as a reference for the students. 

2. Using the PowerPoint slides, I will model how to ask, “When is your birthday? I will read the slide, mimic thinking about an answer and then click the next slide for the answer. 

Slides are: 

a. ¿Cuándo es tu cumpleaños? 
b. Mi cumpleaños es en el mes de: Diciembre (with a calendar clarifying my actual birthday date)
c. Yo (pointing to myself) nací en la estación de el/la ___invierno____. 

i. Nací is clarified with a picture of a newborn baby
d. A birthday cake that says ‘Feliz Cumpleaños’ and the month and season that I was born in filled in. 

3. Point to the cake on the activity sheet that each student has and show them how it corresponds with the picture on the PowerPoint slide. 
4. Ask a student to stand up: 

a.  Ask the student: ¿Cuando es tu cumpleaños? 

b. They respond: Mi cumpleaños es en el mes de: ___________

c. When they respond, pretend to write in the month on the activity sheet

d. Have them say the corresponding sentence: Nací en la estación de:__________. 

e. When they respond, pretend to write in the month on the activity sheet. 

5. Hopefully the students will see that they  need to walk around the room and ask each other student individually when their birthday month is as well as season, however, if not, clarify using motions that they are to ask individually. 
6. Regroup and bring out the big cake attached to a board.

7. Fill out your candle ahead of time and tape it on the board while saying, mi cumpleaños es en Diciembre y nací en el invierno (put it in the correct spot). 

8. Have each student fill out their own candle.

9. Have each student come up to the board and say the same thing but have them correspond it with their month and season while they put it on the board accordingly. 
